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INSIDE THIS  EDITION 

Online Learning 
 Earn Credit 

 Exciting new electives 

 Lean Online from home 

 In-Person teacher time 

 Online instructional support 

 
Desert Sands Learning Academy Online Learning Program is an excel-

lent option for students to learn and earn credits from the comfort of their 

homes.  Enrollment is limited to only the most qualified students.  Read on to 

see if you have what it takes. 

 

Eligibility Requirements; 

The student must complete the following requirements to be accepted into the 

Online Learning Program. 

 The student must have a working E-mail and full time access to a comput-

er. 

 The student must have a Scantron reading scale score of Basic, Proficient, 

or Advanced. 

 The student must have had 85% or better weekly meeting appointment 

attendance for at least 3 learning periods. 

 The student must have an overall GPA of 2.5 or higher. 

 The student must be currently enrolled in at least one Independent study 
course and pledge to maintain concurrent enrollment while being a part of 
the Online Learning Program.  

 

Courses Available; 

Algebra I    Flash Animation 

American Government  Pre-Algebra 

Biology    Psychology 

Creative Writing   Economics 

Digital Photography 

 

Please see your Supervising teacher for more  

information. 



The Student Advisory Committee (SAC) will be entering into their third Lancaster Chamber of Commerce parade on December 

4th.  Their theme this year is “Deck the Blvd. with Boughs of Holly”.  

On December 4th & 5th SAC will be at Barnes and Nobles for their third fund raiser.   Patrons of 

Barnes and Nobles are encouraged to present the DSCHS flyer at the register,  a portion of  the 

proceeds from their purchase will go to our SAC .   

On Saturday, October 2, our SAC  sponsored a carwash, they raised $207.00.  The proceeds from 

this car wash will go to help the DSCHS photo club purchase more cameras. 

DSCHS SAC meets in Palmdale with Peggy Baker in Suite B every Tuesday from 3-4pm.  Lancaster 

students meet with Heather Ragan every Tuesday at 12:00pm.  Please drop in and join us! 
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What is ROP (Regional Occupational Program)? 
 

Regional Occupational Programs (ROP) offered through school districts are de-

signed to help students in grades 11 or 12 (must be 16 years or older) gain knowledge 

and skills in preparation for a career or college and offer: 
 Job skills training                                                                                                          

 Work experience 

 Personal portfolio and resume material/data 

 High school credits 

 Possible on the job training 
 
Some ROP courses provide unpaid internships and hands-on experience at business sites, which gives students 

the opportunity to explore and “try-out” career choices.  Participating in ROP can be fun as students learn by 

doing in a variety of career areas, such as: 

 
3D Media Design                                                                      Emergency Medical Technician (EMT)                                                  
Agricultural                                                                              Fashion Projects 
Advanced Technology                                                              Fire Technology 
Automotive Engineering & Design                                         Law Enforcement 
Automotive Repairs & Service                                                Marketing 
Building Construction and Management                               Medical Clinical 
Child Care                                                                                 Robotics 
Computer Science                                                                    Veterinary Science 
Criminal Justice & Investigation                                            Video Game Development 
Dental Assisting 

 

ROP classes are open to all Desert Sands Charter High School students and have some eligibility require-

ments and an application process.  ROP courses are offered through Desert Sands’ partner the Antelope Valley 

High School District.  For more ROP information, eligibility requirements and course applications please visit 

www.avrop.avhsd.org and www.avrop.avhsd.org/HS_ClassListAll.html. Students will also need to speak 

with the ROP Coordinator assigned to the course of interest, their contact information is available on the Web-

sites provided. 

*Separate ROP offices in the community offer job training opportunities for adults who need to upgrade existing skills or 

acquire new ones for a moderate fee. 

http://www.avrop.avhsd.org
http://www.avrop.avhsd.org/HS_ClassListAll.html


From the imagination of acclaimed Russian director Andrei 

Konchalovsky, the beloved story of “The Nutcracker” will be brought to 

life in spectacular 3D this holiday season.  THE NUTCRACKER IN 3D fol-

lows 9-year-old Mary, whose dull Viennese Christmas is suddenly filled 

with excitement and adventure following the arrival of her beloved Uncle 

Albert and his gift of an enchanted  

nutcracker.   

On Christmas Night, Mary’s new friend, 

the Nutcracker or NC, comes to life and 

takes her on a wondrous journey into 

his magical world of fairies, sugarplums, and oth-

er Christmas toys which come to life.  Mary soon 

realizes that this fantastical kingdom is facing 

danger from the tyrannical rule of the evil Rat 

King and his devious mother.  When NC is taken 

hostage, Mary and her newfound toy friends 

must uncover the secret of the Rat King to res-

cue NC and his kingdom.   

Based on the story that inspired the fa-

mous Russian composer Piotr Tchaikovsky to cre-

ate music for the iconic ballet, the film also in-

cludes eight exciting new songs penned by Oscar

-winning lyricist Sir Tim Rice (who also did The 

Lion King, Evita and Jesus Christ Superstar).  I 

recommend it highly; it’s truly a holiday treat! 
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 Movie Review: The Nutcracker in 3-D  
    by Tamarah Willis 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 

 

3 4 

5 

 

6 7 8 9 10  11  

12  13  14  15  16  17  

Graduation  

Deadline  

18  

19  20  21  22  23  24  25  

 

26  27  28  29  30    

DECEMBER 2010  
Schedule of Events 

 17th  Graduation     

      Deadline 

 20th—31st  

                Winter Break 

 25th   Christmas 

       Day 

 

Schedule of Events 

 3rd     Back to School 

 17th   Martin Luther 

      King Jr. Day

      No School 

 18th 1st Day of       

     Spring  

     Semester 

 26th  Graduation    
     Practice 

 27th  Graduation 

     Ceremony 

 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     

 

 1 

2 

 

3 

Back to 

School  

4 5 6 7 8 

9 10  11  12  13  14  15  

16  17  

 

18  

 

19  20  21  22  

23  24  25  26  

Graduation 

Practice  

27  

 

28  29  

30  31       

JANUARY 2011  
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TUTORING  

Schedule of Events 

  1st  ELA CAHSEE 

 2nd  Math CAHSEE 

 11th Lincolns Birth 

    day—No School 

 14th Valentines Day 

 21st Presidents Day 

    No School 

 22nd—25th   

      Physical Fitness  

     Testing 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  CAHSEE 

TESTING 

ELA 

2  CAHSEE 

TESTING 

MATH 

3 

 

4 5 

6 

 

7 8 

 

9 

 

10  11  12  

13  14  

 

15  16  17  18  19  

20  21  22  23  24  25  26  

27  28       

       

FEBRUARY 2011 

Have you ever had a question about your  

homework assignment? 

  

Have you ever drawn a blank on how to get start-

ed writing that paper for the book you read in 

English? 

  

Have you ever written 

the math problem and 

had no idea where to 

start? 

  

Tutoring is available 

from 8:00 am until 

6:00 pm Monday through Friday.   

 

No matter how small or big the problem is, we 

are here to help in anyway that we can.  Just re-

member to bring in your book, paper, pencils 

and/or pens and, of course, your questions.  

 KEY CLUB  
What is Key Club?  

An internationally recognized organiza-

tion that will allow its members the op-

portunity to build character and develop 

leadership through service in our com-

munity.  Key Club members participate 

in events such as feeding the homeless, 

trick or treating for UNICEF and writing letters to soldiers 

overseas. 

Why should you join?  

 Get community service 

hours 

 Be involved in school 

 Build your resume 

 Look good on college  

     applications 

 Make friends 

 Have fun! 

 

Please contact 

Mrs. Gonzales for 

more information 

on joining Key 

Club.  



 

DESERT SANDS LEARNING ACADEMY Home 

Study Option 

Desert Sands Learning Academy (DSLA) is an accredited public charter school for students in grades 9±12 and 
is the home study component of Desert Sands Charter High School (DSCHS). We are authorized by the An-
telope Valley Union High School District, and we are certified through the California Charter Schools Associ-
ation.   

 

Our tuition-free school combines a supportive home study environment with the accountability of a public 
school. DSLA students complete all state mandated tests on site at our resource center. These tests include the 
California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE), the Physical Fitness Test (PFT) and the California 
Standards Test (CST). All DSLA students are also evaluated using our own Ed Performance Scantron Tests 
in reading, language arts and math. 

DSLA Admissions Policies and Procedures 

·      All students who reside in Los Angeles County and adjacent counties may attend Desert Sands       Learning Academy or 

Desert Sands Charter High School. 

·      The enrollment process takes approximately an hour and a half. 

·      Student must be accompanied by parent/guardian during the entire process 

·      Completion of student enrollment form 

·      Birth Certificate 

·      Immunization Card 

·      Two proofs of residence 

For additional information or to schedule an  

information session, please call (661) 952-5520 or visit us at: 

 

Desert Sands Learning Academy 

1240 Commerce Center Drive  

Lancaster, CA 93534 

P a r e n t s  c h o o s e  D S L A  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  

b e s t  p o s s i b l e  l e a r n i n g   

e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  C o n -

s i d e r  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  w h e n   

d e c i d i n g  i f  D S L A  i s  t h e  b e s t  e d u c a -

t i o n a l  c h o i c e  f o r  y o u r  f a m i l y : 

 

 Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) Accredited 
 
 Utilize California state adopted curriculum 
 
 Responsive, caring supervising teachers who make a difference 
  
 Free tutoring available 5 days a week in all subject areas between the 

hours of 8:00 AM and 6:00 PM 
 
 Weekly communication with the supervising teacher 
 
 Bi-monthly, in person meetings with the supervising teacher to evalu-

ate and turn in coursework 
  
 Flexible meeting times and locations 
 
 Targeted and supplemental support labs available at our resource 

center taught by  qualified teachers 
 
 Online courses provided in Spanish 1 and 2, Journalism, Accounting, 

Psychology, Economics, American Government, Biology, Digital 
Photography, Flash Animation, Consumer Math, Algebra 1, Music 
Appreciation, and Art Appreciation.  

 
 Concurrent Enrollment with Antelope Valley College 

BQJ?¬q dpgclbjw Qr_dd9  Eliza Rodriguez, Trudy Ditmyer, Rebek-

ah Vandermark, Ashley Gillis, Teresa Howard, and Park Mick-

elson. 



 

 

Student Talent Showcase 



This quarter’s “TEACHER IN THE SPOTLIGHT” is Ms. Kris Hollyman. 
 

I love being a teacher!  I’ve been in the field of education for almost 25 years now…both as a teacher 

and as an administrator.  I’ve taught most subjects, at all grade levels—from Kindergarten to College 

Level. 

This is my third year at Desert Sands, making this also my third year in California.  I moved here from 

Seattle, Washington, where I had lived for over 20 years.  Seattle is also where I earned my Bachelors 

Degree (English, French, and Education)  and my Masters Degree (Language, Literacy, and Culture).  I 

hope to start work on my Doctorate Degree soon, majoring in the History and Anthropology of Educa-

tion. 

Prior to living in Washington, I lived in North Dakota, Wyoming, and Colorado.  Therefore, I grew up 

around farms, ranches, and cowboys.  So, not surprisingly, I love going to rodeos, and I am an avid fan 

of the PBR (Professional Bull Riders)! 

In addition to living and visiting various U.S. states, I’ve been lucky enough 

to have travelled overseas.  I’ve toured all over Europe—Spain, France, Eng-

land, Ireland, Germany, Netherlands.  I attended college in Dijon, France for 

a few semesters.  Twice I have taken my students on group tours to France 

and Spain.  Perhaps, one of these years, we can put together a trip like this 

TEACHER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

CAHSEE TESTING 

Just in case you’ve forgotten, CAHSEE stands for California High School Exit Exam.  It 

means just that, you must pass the exam before you can receive a diploma and exit 

High School!  There are two parts of the CAHSEE exam, Math and English-Language 

Arts.  The purpose of the CAHSEE is to improve student achievement in high school 

and to help ensure that students who graduate from high school can demonstrate 

competency in the California content standards for English-Language Arts and mathe-

matics.  Passage of the CAHSEE is a requirement for earning a high school diploma. 

Tutors are available at both campuses to provide extra help to prepare for the exams.  

Please see your supervising teacher for more information.  

  

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS - TUESDAYS MATHEMATICS -  WEDNESDAYS 

February 1, 2011 

March 8, 2011 

May 10, 2011 

February 2, 2011 

March 9, 2011 

May 11, 2011 


